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Excerpts from: Catechism of the 


Catholic Church – Safeguarding Peace 
Second Edition, 1997 


Libreria Editrice Vaticana 


 


III. Safeguarding Peace 


Peace 
 
1765 
2302  By recalling the commandment, "You shall not kill," 94 our Lord asked for peace of heart and 
denounced murderous anger and hatred as immoral. 
 
Anger is a desire for revenge. "To desire vengeance in order to do evil to someone who should be 
punished is illicit," but it is praiseworthy to impose restitution "to correct vices and maintain justice." 95 
If anger reaches the point of a deliberate desire to kill or seriously wound a neighbor, it is gravely 
against charity; it is a mortal sin. The Lord says, "Everyone who is angry with his brother shall be 
liable to judgment." 96 
 
2094-1993 
2303  Deliberate hatred is contrary to charity. Hatred of the neighbor is a sin when one deliberately 
wishes him evil. Hatred of the neighbor is a grave sin when one deliberately desires him grave harm. 
"But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven." 97 
 
1902-1807 
2304    Respect for and development of human life require peace. Peace is not merely the absence of 
war, and it is not limited to maintaining a balance of powers between adversaries. Peace can not be 
attained on earth without safeguarding the goods of persons, free communication among men, respect 
for the dignity of persons and peoples, and the assiduous practice of fraternity. Peace is "the tranquility 
of order."98 Peace is the work of justice and the effect of charity. 99 
 
1468 
2305    Earthly peace is the image and fruit of the peace of Christ, the messianic "Prince of Peace." 100 
By the blood of his Cross, "in his own person he killed the hostility," 101 he reconciled men with God 
and made his Church the sacrament of the unity of the human race and of its union with God. "He is 
our peace." 102 He has declared: "Blessed are the peacemakers." 103 
 
2267 
2306    Those who renounce violence and bloodshed and, in order to safeguard human rights, make use 
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of those means of defense available to the weakest, bear witness to evangelical charity, provided they 
do so without harming the rights and obligations of other men and societies. They bear legitimate 
witness to the gravity of the physical and moral risks of recourse to violence, with all its destruction 
and death. 104 
 
Avoiding war 
 
2307    The fifth commandment forbids the intentional destruction of human life. Because of the evils 
and injustices that accompany all war, the Church insistently urges everyone to prayer and to action so 
that the divine Goodness may free us from the ancient bondage of war. 105 
 
2308    All citizens and all governments are obliged to work for the avoidance of war. 
 
2266    However, "as long as the danger of war persists and there is no international authority with the 
necessary competence and power, governments cannot be denied the right of lawful self-defense, once 
all peace efforts have failed." 106 
 
2243 
2309    The strict conditions for legitimate defense by military force require rigorous consideration. 
The gravity of such a decision makes it subject to rigorous conditions of moral legitimacy. At one and 
the same time: 


• the damage inflicted by the aggressor on the nation or community of nations must be lasting, 
grave, and certain; 


• all other means of putting an end to it must have been shown to be impractical or ineffective; 


• there must be serious prospects of success; 


• the use of arms must not produce evils and disorders graver than the evil to be eliminated. The 
power of modern means of destruction weighs very heavily in evaluating this condition. 


These are the traditional elements enumerated in what is called the "just war" doctrine. 
 
1897    The evaluation of these conditions for moral legitimacy belongs to the prudential judgment of 
those who have responsibility for the common good. 
 
2310    Public authorities, in this case, have the right and duty to impose on citizens the obligations 
necessary for national defense. 
 
2239-1909    Those who are sworn to serve their country in the armed forces are servants of the 
security and freedom of nations. If they carry out their duty honorably, they truly contribute to the 
common good of the nation and the maintenance of peace. 107 
 
1782-1790 
2311    Public authorities should make equitable provision for those who for reasons of conscience 
refuse to bear arms; these are nonetheless obliged to serve the human community in some other way. 
108 
 
2312    The Church and human reason both assert the permanent validity of the moral law during 







armed conflict. "The mere fact that war has regrettably broken out does not mean that everything 
becomes licit between the warring parties." 109 
 
2242 
2313    Noncombatants, wounded soldiers, and prisoners must be respected and treated humanely. 
 
Actions deliberately contrary to the law of nations and to its universal principles are crimes, as are the 
orders that command such actions. Blind obedience does not suffice to excuse those who carry them 
out. Thus the extermination of a people, nation, or ethnic minority must be condemned as a mortal sin. 
One is morally bound to resist orders that command genocide. 
 
2314    "Every act of war directed to the indiscriminate destruction of whole cities or vast areas with 
their inhabitants is a crime against God and man, which merits firm and unequivocal condemnation." 
110 A danger of modem warfare is that it provides the opportunity to those who possess modern 
scientific weapons - especially atomic, biological, or chemical weapons - to commit such crimes.  


Notes 


94 Mt 5:21. 
95 St. Thomas Aquinas, STh II II, 158, 1 ad 3. 
96 Mt 5:22 
97 Mt 5:44 45. 
98 St. Augustine, De civ. Dei, 19, 13,1: PL 41, 640. 
99 Cf. Isa 32:17; cf. GS 78 §§ 1 2. 
100 Isa 9:5. 
101 Eph 2:16 J.B.; cf. Col 1:20 22. 
102 Eph 2:14. 
103 Mt 5:9. 
104 Cf. GS78§5. 
105 Cf. GS 81 § 4. 
106 GS 79§4. 
107 Cf. GS 79 § 5. 
108 Cf. GS 79 § 3. 
109 GS 79 § 4. 
110 GS 80 § 3. 
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Bishops' Statements on Iraq 


 
Letter to The Honorable Tim Ryan 


From Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski 
Chairman, Committee on International Policy 


July 17, 2007 
 


In November 2006, our Conference expressed the hope that the report of the bipartisan Iraq Study 
Group would lead to the candid assessments and honest dialogue that our nation needs to find a 
responsible way to end U.S. military engagement in Iraq. We subsequently noted with satisfaction 
that the Iraq Study Group shared our goal of a “responsible transition.” Although as bishops and 
pastors we have not taken positions on all of the detailed proposals in that Report, its broad outlines 
mirror the benchmarks and new approaches that our Conference has advocated in promoting a 
“responsible transition” with U.S. troops leaving “sooner rather than later.” 
 
U.S. military action in Iraq brought with it new moral responsibilities toward the Iraqi people. For 
more than a year and a half our Conference has called for a “responsible transition” and withdrawal 
in Iraq. In January 2006, our Conference stated: “Our nation’s military forces should remain in Iraq 
only as long as their presence contributes to a responsible transition. Our nation should look for 
effective ways to end their deployment at the earliest opportunity consistent with this goal.” 
 
Our Conference has expressed particular concerns for Christians and other minority groups who have 
suffered in the aftermath of military action in Iraq along with the rest of the Iraqi population. In a 
special way, our nation must make provisions for refugees who have fled their native land in search 
of safety and security for their families. 
 
In our most recent public statement this year, our Conference reminded policy makers that each 
course of action in Iraq ought to be evaluated in light of its moral and human consequences and the 
traditional principle of “probability of success.” The moral measure of “probability of success” 
weighs more heavily with each passing month. 
 
Our Conference is under no illusions regarding Iraq. None of the alternative courses of action are 
without consequences for human life and dignity. There is no path ahead that leads to an 
unambiguously good outcome for Iraq, our nation and the world. It was for this very reason that we 
raised serious moral questions regarding military intervention in Iraq in the first place. Nevertheless, 
our nation must have the moral courage to change course in Iraq and to break the policy and political 
stalemate in Washington so that we can walk a difficult path that does the most good and the least 
damage in human and moral terms. 
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Excerpts from 
"Bishop Wilton D. Gregory's 


Statement on Iraq" 
February 26, 2003 


As pastors and teachers, we understand that there are no easy answers. People of good will may differ on how 
traditional norms apply in this situation. The gravity of the threat and whether force would be preemptive are 
matters of debate, as are the potential consequences of using or failing to use military force. We urge Catholics, 
especially lay men and women who are called to be "leaven" in society, to continue to think deeply about the 
choices we face, to review carefully the teaching of our Church and to speak out strongly in accord with their 
conscience. Our hearts and prayers go out especially to those who may bear the burden of these terrible choices 
-- the men and women of our armed forces and their families, the people of Iraq, and the leaders of our nation 
and world who face momentous decisions of life and death, of war and peace.  


Excerpts from 
"United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Statement on Iraq 


November 13, 2002 


While we cannot predict what will happen in the coming weeks, we wish to reiterate questions of ends and 
means that may still have to be addressed. We offer not definitive conclusions, but rather our serious concerns 
and questions in the hope of helping all of us to reach sound moral judgments. People of good will may differ 


on how to apply just war norms in particular cases, especially when events are moving rapidly and the facts are 
not altogether clear. Based on the facts that are known to us, we continue to find it difficult to justify the resort 
to war against Iraq, lacking clear and adequate evidence of an imminent attack of a grave nature. With the Holy 


See and bishops from the Middle East and around the world, we fear that resort to war, under present 
circumstances and in light of current public information, would not meet the strict conditions in Catholic 


teaching for overriding the strong presumption against the use of military force.* 
 


There are no easy answers. Ultimately, our elected leaders are responsible for decisions about national security, 
but we hope that our moral concerns and questions will be considered seriously by our leaders and all citizens. 


We invite others, particularly Catholic lay people -- who have the principal responsibility to transform the social 
order in light of the Gospel -- to continue to discern how best to live out their vocation to be "witnesses and 


agents of peace and justice" (Catechism, #2442). As Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers" (Mt. 5).  
 


We pray for all those most likely to be affected by this potential conflict, especially the suffering people of Iraq 
and the men and women who serve in our armed forces. We support those who risk their lives in the service of 


our nation. We also support those who seek to exercise their right to conscientious objection and selective 
conscientious objection, as we have stated in the past. 
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Quotes by Pope Benedict XV1 
 


 “The beauty of nature reminds us that we were told by God to cultivate and care for this 
garden that is the earth.  If humanity lived in peace with God and each other, the earth 
would really look like a paradise.”  


 July 22, 2007-Appeal for Peace. 
 


 The Church “emphatically rejects war as a means of resolving international disputes, and 
has often pointed out that it only leads to new and still more complicated conflicts.”  


o December 19, 2006-Statement Urging Peaceful Solutions to the Mideast Crisis. 
 


 “War, with the mourning and destruction it brings, has always been rightly considered a 
calamity that contrasts with God’s plan.  He created everything for existence and, in 
particular, wants to make a family of the human race.”  


o July 22, 2007-Appeal for Peace. 
 


 “The truth of peace requires that all-whether those governments which openly or secretly 
possess nuclear arms, or those planning to acquire them-agree to change their course by 
clear and firm decisions, and strive for a progressive and concerted nuclear disarmament.  
The resources which would be saved could then be employed in projects of development 
capable of benefiting all their people, especially the poor.”  


o 2006 World Day of Peace. 
 


 “The foundations of authentic peace rest on the truth about God and man.” 
o 2006 World Day of Peace. 


 
 “In view of the risks which humanity is facing in our time, all Catholics in every part of 


the world have a duty to proclaim and embody ever more fully the “Gospel of Peace,” 
and to show that acknowledgement of the full truth of God is the first, indispensable 
condition for consolidating the truth of peace.  God is love which saves, a loving father 
who wants to see his children look upon one another as brothers and sisters, working 
responsibly to place their various talents at the service of the common good of human 
family.”  


o 2006 World Day of Peace. 
 


 “There is the great reality of the communion of the universal Church, found among all the 
peoples, the fabric of Eucharistic communion that transcends the boundaries of culture, 
civilization, peoples and times.  There is this communion, ther are these “islands of 
peace” in the Body of Christ.  They exist.  And they are forces of peace in the world.  If 
we look at history, we can see the great saints of charity who have created “oases” of this 
divine peace in the world, who have always rekindled his light, and were always able to 
reconcile and create peace.  There are the martyrs who have suffered with Christ, have 
given his witness of peace, of the love that places a limit on violence.”  


o Statement of July 23, 2006 on How to be a force for peace in the world. 
 





