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Faithful Citizenship…

A Catholic Call to

Political Responsibility
Questions for the 2006 Election Year

     “A renewed commitment to faithful citizenship can help heal the wounds of our nation, world, and Church… Politics cannot be merely about ideological conflict, the search for partisan advantage, or political contributions. It should be about fundamental moral choices. How do we protect human life and dignity? How do we fairly share the blessings and burdens of the challenges we face? What kind of nation do we want to be? What kind of world do we want to shape?”


 


  – Administrative Committee, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

 

    Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility, p. 1-2 (2004)

 Moral Priorities for Public Life (p. 17-28)
  Protecting Human Life

  Pursuing Social Justice

  Promoting Family Life

  Practicing Global Solidarity

Tasks and Questions for Believers  (p. 3-6)
The Catholic community is a diverse community of faith, not an interest group. Our Church does not offer contributions or endorsements. Instead, we raise a series of questions, seeking to help lift up the moral and human dimensions of the choices facing voters and candidates:

1. After September 11, how can we build not only a safer world, but a better world—more just, more secure, more peaceful, more respectful of human life and dignity?

2. How will we protect the weakest in our midst—innocent unborn children? How can we keep our nation from turning to violence to solve some of its most difficult problems--abortion to deal with difficult pregnancies; the death penalty to combat crime; euthanasia and assisted suicide to deal with the burdens of age, illness, and disability; and war to address international disputes?

3. How will we address the tragic fact that more than 30,000 children die every day as a result of hunger, international debt, and lack of development around the world, as well as the fact that the younger you are, the more likely you are to be poor here in the richest nation on Earth?

4. How can our nation help parents raise their children with respect for life, sound moral values, a sense of hope, and an ethic of stewardship and responsibility? How can our society defend the central institution of marriage and better support families in their moral roles and responsibilities, offering them real choices and financial resources to obtain quality education and decent housing?

5. How will we address the growing number of families and individuals without affordable and accessible health care? How can health care better protect human life and respect human dignity?

6. How will our society combat continuing prejudice, overcome hostility toward immigrants and refugees, and heal the wounds of racism, religious bigotry, and other forms of discrimination?

7. How will our nation pursue the values of justice and peace in a world where injustice is common, desperate poverty widespread, and peace is too often overwhelmed by violence?

8. What are the responsibilities and limitations of families, community organizations, markets, and government? How can these elements of society work together to overcome poverty, pursue the common good, care for creation, and overcome injustice?

9. When should our nation use, or avoid the use of, military force—for what purpose, under what authority, and at what human cost?

10. How can we join with other nations to lead the world to greater respect for human life and dignity, religious freedom and democracy, economic justice, and care for God's creation?

We hope these questions can lead to less cynicism and more participation, less partisanship, and more civil dialogue on fundamental issues.
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Questions for Ohio’s 2006 Election Year
1.
What is the candidate’s commitment to protect all human life, from conception
      to natural death, including: abortion, a moratorium on Ohio’s death penalty,
      human cloning & embryonic stem cell research?

2.
What is the candidate’s commitment to those things that make life 

truly human: poverty reduction, faith/family, education/work, health
care/housing, child protection, economic justice, freedom and peace?

3.
Where does the candidate stand on providing assistance and services to the
      poor and vulnerable members of our society?

4.
Where does the candidate stand on support for immigrants, both
documented and undocumented? …on reforms at the national level?
For further information, contact the Diocesan Social Action Office 
Phone: (888) 620-5280
Website: www.catholic-action.org
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