POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES

Around the Diocese:

· Attend a Candidates Forum;  Learn more about local issues

· Join the Diocesan Education & Training Center for Social Justice’s newsletter list for the latest social justice events and programs around the Diocese (see below for contact info.)

· Vote on Tuesday, November 7th
· Participate in the Diocesan Social Action Office’s Legislative Hotline to receive timely updates for action
For Parishes:

· Host a “Faithful Citizenship” parish discussion on faith, values, political responsibility and the upcoming elections

· Discuss and integrate “Faithful Citizenship” themes at work, in parish liturgies, and in other parish prayer activities
For Families:

· Have a family night on “citizenship” to discuss a few issues from the Bishops’ statement that mean a great deal to you

· Read and discuss as a family good children’s books that involve a few issues of most concern to your family

For Youth:

· For youth groups, pick a service project related to an election issue;  then discuss how they might vote, if they were of age
· For younger children, conduct an art/poster contest, then display the artwork the Sunday before the elections
· For schools, have students write letters to legislators for a school Mass “Offering of Letters” collection or procession
For assistance, speakers or more information, contact:

Diocesan Education & Training Center for Social Justice

Phone:
(330) 535-2787

Website: www.catholic-action.org
Legislative Hotline:
(800) 869-6525, ext. 6690
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Opportunities for Parish Reflection and Action

During the 2006 Election Year

“These times and this election will test us as American Catholics. A renewed commitment to faithful citizenship can help heal the wounds of our nation, world, and Church. What we have endured has changed many things, but it has not changed the fundamental mission and message of Catholics in public life. In times of terror and war, of global insecurity and economic uncertainty, of disrespect for human life and human dignity, we need to return to basic moral principles. Politics cannot be merely about ideological conflict, the search for partisan advantage, or political contributions. It should be about fundamental moral choices. How do we protect human life and dignity? How do we fairly share the blessings and burdens of the challenges we face? What kind of nation do we want to be? What kind of world do we want to shape?”
-- Administrative Committee,

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to

Political Responsibility, p. 1-2

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH


“As bishops, we seek to form the consciences of our people. We do not wish to instruct persons on how they should vote by endorsing or opposing candidates. We hope that voters will examine the position of candidates on the full range of issues, as well as on their personal integrity, philosophy, and performance. We are convinced that a consistent ethic of life should be the moral framework from which to address issues in the political arena.”  (p. 11)

A CALL TO FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP


“As we approach the elections of 2006, we renew our call for a new kind of politics—focused on moral principles not on the latest polls, on the needs of the poor and vulnerable not the contributions of the rich and powerful, and on the pursuit of the common good not the demands of special interests.

“Faithful citizenship calls Catholics to see civic and political responsibilities through the eyes of faith and to bring our moral convictions to public life. People of good will and sound faith can disagree about specific applications of Catholic principles. However, Catholics in public life have a particular responsibility to bring together consistently their faith, moral principles, and public responsibilities.”  (p. 3)
CATHOLIC ASSETS IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE

* A Consistent Moral Framework: “The Word of God and the teachings of the Church give us a particular way of viewing the world. Scripture calls us to ‘choose life,’ to serve ‘the least of these,’ to ‘hunger and thirst’ for justice and to be ‘peacemakers.’
Catholic teaching offers consistent moral principles to assess issues, political platforms, and campaigns for their impact on human life and dignity.” (p. 9)
* Everyday Experience: “Our community also brings to public life broad experience in serving those in need. Every day, the Catholic community educates the young, cares for the sick, shelters the homeless, feeds the hungry, assists needy families, welcomes refugees, …serves the elderly (and) defends life.” (p. 9)
* A Community of People:  “The Catholic community is large and diverse…  But all Catholics are called to a common commitment to protect human life and stand with those who are poor and vulnerable. We are all called to provide a moral leaven for our democracy, to be the salt of the earth.” (p. 10)
MORAL PRIORITIES FOR PUBLIC LIFE

* Protecting Human Life:



“Human life is a gift from God, sacred and inviolable. Because every human person is created in the image and likeness of God, we have a duty to defend human life from conception until natural death and in every condition.”  (p. 17)

* Promoting Family Life:



“God established the family as the basic cell of human society. We must strive to make the needs and concerns of families a central national priority.”  (p. 20)
* Pursuing Social Justice:


“Our faith reflects God's special concern for the poor and vulnerable and calls us to make their needs our first priority in public life.

“Church teaching on economic justice insists that economic decisions and institutions be assessed on whether they protect or undermine the dignity of the human person.” (p. 22)
* Practicing Global Solidarity:



“September 11 has given us a new sense of vulnerability. However, we must be careful not to define our security primarily in military terms. Our nation must join with others in addressing policies and problems that provide fertile ground in which terrorism can thrive. No injustice legitimizes the horror we have experienced... A more just world will be a more peaceful world.

”In a world where one-fifth of the population survives on less than one dollar per day, where some twenty countries are involved in major armed conflict, and where poverty, corruption, and repressive regimes bring untold suffering to millions of people, we simply cannot remain indifferent.”  (p. 26)
