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March 20, 2007
During the next several months, we can literally put our faith into action.  By becoming advocates for issues contained in the state budget, we  can influence policies which will affect our state for years to come. 


Our special concern and love for the poor and most vulnerable citizens in Ohio needs to be reflected in the state budget. As Catholic Christians we need to be a voice advocating for a state budget which reflects the essential dignity of each person and ensures that basic human needs are protected. The budget needs to be ready by June. How will the poorest members of our state be included?  Who will be included?

State Budget process, 2007   Who and what will be included and excluded in the next state budget process reflects the vision lawmakers have for the state.  In our name, they allocate our common wealth to protect and defend the common good.  Over the next several months, the budget process will be hammered out, discussed and voted on with the final version the road map for spending for the next two years. 
Catholic Social teaching reminds us government has an obligation to  protect human life and dignity, strengthen family life, encourage and reward work, preserve a safety net for the vulnerable, build public/private partnerships to overcome poverty and invest in human dignity
The Diocesan Social Action Office, the five Catholic Commissions with Catholic Charities Health and Human Services have been advocates for the citizens within the Diocese of Cleveland for many years.  We continue to work for the good of the poor and the vulnerable in our community and the State. We are also working with Advocates for Budget Legislation Equity, a coalition of organizations and individuals advocating for the support of important health and human services in the biennium budget.

Areas of Concern in the working draft of the proposed budget:

We are very concerned about the budget process. In order to adequately fund health and human service programs and provide educational opportunities on all levels, the state of Ohio must have a fair and adequate system of taxation. 

We feel the state should preserve the current revenue base by deferring the personal income tax cuts scheduled to take effect in this budget cycle. This would not be a tax increase because the reductions in personal income tax have not taken place yet. Some other issues we would like to see addressed would be:

Expand access to health care for struggling Ohioans by increasing eligibility for both family coverage, and medical coverage for adults without dependants to 200% of the federal poverty line, also restoring full funding for Medicaid services including dental, vision, podiatry, and psychological, and eliminate prescription co-pays under Medicaid;

Expand access to childcare by increasing eligibility for childcare vouchers to 200% of the federal poverty line;

Expand access to assistance to elderly Ohioans by full funding community based services and home bound programs such as PASSPORT;

Remove the funding cap for the Ohio Housing Trust Fund by allocating the full increase for the recordation fees, and expanding the housing subsidy for the elderly.

Further, Thousands of Ohioans are not able to receive the assistance that they need because they do not have the required identification. The State must find ways to fund the programs that assist them in obtaining the required identification.

We are also concerned that thousands of grandparents and others in the State caring for minor relatives be assisted by funding the Kinship care program at the same level as Foster care, and that we help meet the basic needs of many Ohioans by increasing funding for the Second Harvest Food Banks Statewide.

Call to Action:  Write to Governor Strickland and pledge to support his efforts to help ease the burden of many poor and struggling families and individuals in the state of Ohio. Include in your letter or email the points listed above.  Hon. Ted Strickland, Governor, State of Ohio, Riffe Center, 30th Floor,  77 South High Street, Columbus Ohio, 43215

The Challenge of a Responsible Transition in Iraq:  Plan to attend an evening with Dr. Stephen Colecci speak on The Challenge of a Responsible Transition in Iraq, Wednesday, March 28 at 5:30 at John Carroll University,20700 North Park Blvd., University Hts. Administration Bldg. Rm 249 or at Gesu Church, 2440 Miramar Blvd, University Hts., at 7:30pm. In the Church hall.   

 Dr. Colechhi will also speak at St. Hilary Catholic Church—Spiritual Center (lower level) 2750 West Market Street, Fairlawn on Thursday, Mary 29, 2007 at 7:00pm

Dr. Colecchi is the Director of the Office of International Justice and Peace of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.  In this capacity, he coordinates USCCB policy on international issues, represents the Conference on international issues, manages the staff of international policy advisors, and coordinates the Department’s work with the Church internationally.

For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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