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July 16, 2007
The U.S. Catholic bishops have consistently supported national policy to establish food security and combat hunger; to strengthen domestic food assistance programs to ensure that no one in America goes hungry or suffers malnutrition; and to create an agricultural/food system that promotes healthy communities, and local participation, allowing Americans and farm families everywhere to thrive abundantly. 

House Moves Forward on Farm Bill, Food Stamp Authorization

Background: The United States House of Representatives Committee on Agriculture will be considering the 2007 Farm Bill (H.R. 2419) the week of July 16th. This is an especially important time for advocacy as the major components of legislation are decided in committee.  The Farm Bill has many purposes, one of them being the reauthorization of the federal Food Stamp Program, as well as decisions regarding commodity policies affecting smaller US farmers, investment in rural development and global food aid. Action in the House at the subcommittee level on the nutrition title of the 2007 Farm Bill has headed in the right direction, but budget constraints, lack of political will from some members and the potential for negative amendments during the full committee consideration demand that we keep the pressure on and urge Congress to make a strong investment in the nutrition title

While more than 26 million people a month currently benefit from the Food Stamp Program, approximately 40 percent of those eligible for food stamps are not receiving them. The reauthorization of the 2007 Farm Bill is an opportunity to strengthen domestic nutrition programs so these crucial programs reach all hungry people who need them.
ACTION NEEDED: Click on "Take Action" and enter your zip code to send a message to your Representative in the U.S. House TODAY! Urge your Representative to reduce hunger in America by supporting a strong nutrition title in the Farm Bill that:
· Provides a significant increase in the minimum benefit amount of $10. The current average benefit for food stamps is a mere $1 per person per meal (or $3 a day). 

· Eliminates the five year residency requirement for legal immigrants. 

· Repeals the current provision penalizing low-income families headed by a parent (usually a single mother) with a past drug conviction. 
· Simplifies the application and re-certification process so that more working families can take advantage of the program. 

· Maintains categorical eligibility for families who are receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). Eliminating categorical eligibility would deny essential nutrition assistance to nearly 300,000 people in low-income families and deny access to free school meals for 40,000 children who are directly certified through their participation in the Food Stamp Program. 

Messages to all House members are critical, but contact from constituents of members on the House Committee on Agriculture is especially helpful. Click here to see if your Representative will play a key role in the early stages of Farm Bill reauthorization.
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Ask Congress For a Balanced Approach to end Homelessness

This July marks the 20th anniversary of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. The Act serves as the main source of federal funds to address homelessness. This month, urge your Member of Congress to improve upon the McKinney-Vento Act during reauthorization. Reauthorization presents an important opportunity to shape the law to more effectively solve the problem of homelessness. 

The U.S. Senate and House of Representatives have introduced bills to reauthorize the McKinney-Vento Act. The two bills, the HEARTH Act/"Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act" (H.R. 840) and the "Community Partnership to End Homelessness Act" (S. 1518), differ in some important respects. The Senate bill maintains the current HUD definition of homelessness and codifies the current HUD commitment of 30 percent of funds for permanent housing serving the chronically homeless.  The HEARTH bill expands the HUD definition of homelessness and provides more flexibility for communities to serve its homeless populations.
As the debate progresses, Catholic Charities USA urges Congress to adopt policies in McKinney-Vento reauthorization legislation that would allow for a balanced approach to addressing homelessness.

ACTION NEEDED: Click on Take Action or enter your zip code above. Send a message to both of your Senators and your Representative TODAY. Let them know that the reauthorized McKinney-Vento Act should: 
· Allow funds to be used to prevent homelessness before it even starts; 
· Ensure funding for supportive services so people stay housed and become self-sufficient; 
· Provide local flexibility for communities to address the homeless population in their areas; 
· Expand HUD's definition of homelessness to include those living in hotels/motels or doubled-up with others, due to lack of safe, affordable housing; 
· Protect victims of domestic violence from disclosure of identifying information collected; and 
· Allow a match for housing and supportive services to be met in cash OR in-kind. 
Ask Senators to Support Resolution 224 on Israeli-Palestinian Peace

BACKGROUND:  Senate Resolution 224, introduced by Senators Feinstein, Lugar, Dodd, Hagel, Baucus, Byrd, Sununu, Voinovich and Whitehouse, will be voted on this week.  Senate Resolution 224 reaffirms the Senate’s dedication to a two-state solution with “the State of Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace and security.”  The Senate Resolution renounces violence and terror, reaffirms an unwavering commitment to Israel’s security, and calls on the Hamas-led Palestinian Authority to recognize Israel, renounce terrorism, and accept past agreements.  It calls on both Israeli and Palestinian leaders to work for peace and to refrain from “any actions that would prejudice the outcome of final status negotiations.”

Additionally, Senate Resolution 224 states that “American diplomatic presence on the ground is critical to bringing Israelis and Palestinians together;” thus, it urges the Administration “to pursue a robust diplomatic effort” and to make a two-state solution “a top priority.” The Senate Resolution calls for President Bush to engage the State of Israel and the Palestinian Authority in negotiations, as well as to appoint a Special Envoy for Middle East Peace.  Also, Senate Resolution 224 welcomes the Arab League Peace Initiative and encourages Arab states in the region to become involved in this intensified diplomatic effort.

USCCB/CRS POSITION:  Bishop Thomas Wenski, Chairman of the USCCB Committee on International Policy, has sent a letter to the Senate, in support of Senate Resolution 224.  For many years the USCCB has worked with key national Jewish, Christian, and Muslim religious leaders to support strong U.S. leadership for peace in the region, and has spoken out on the human and moral dimensions of the continuing crisis in the Middle East.  Peace between Israel and its Arab neighbors and the establishment of a viable Palestinian state living in peace alongside a secure Israel would contribute greatly to stability in the region.  Ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should be central to U.S. Policy.  CRS has an extensive presence providing humanitarian and development assistance in the Holy Land and supports a two-state solution based on this experience.
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ACTION REQUESTED:  Ask Senator Brown to support Senate Resolution 224. Thank Senator Voinovich for his support of SR 224.   Click here to find your Senator's Number or call the Senate Information Line at 202-224-3121.  Emphasize these points:
· Indicate your support for a two-state solution and a just and comprehensive Israeli-Palestinian peace.

· Urge the Senate to support continued and robust U.S. diplomatic efforts to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as a top priority for U.S policy. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:  Visit this website for recent USCCB and Church leaders’ statements: http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/israelpalestine.shtml 

For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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