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“We join our prayers with those of our Holy Father who said about the current crisis: ‘Let us pray to Mary, Queen of Peace to implore from God the fundamental gift of concord, bringing political leaders back to the path of reason, and opening new possibilities of dialogue and agreement.”

break the cycle of violence in the holy land    

In a statement issued by  Bishop Thomas Wenski, Chairman USCCB Committee on International Policy, a call for greater leadership to stop the violence and secure a ceasefire in made.  Some excerpts:

“Once again the land that is holy to Jewish, Christian and Muslim believers is wracked by violence and fear.  The tragic and terrifying cycle of provocation and response, of occupation and resistance, has erupted in another spasm of deadly violence.  This cycle must be broken, especially before it continues to expand into a broader and deadlier conflict.  The violence must stop and a ceasefire must be secured.

“As our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, recently said: ‘(N)either terrorist acts nor reprisals, especially when they entail tragic consequences for the civilian population, can be justified.’

“Our Conference calls upon the United States to exert greater leadership with all parties to the conflicts and to work more intensively and multilaterally to end the provocations and violence, to secure a ceasefire, to restrain Israel, to move toward negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians to bring about security for Israel and a viable state for the Palestinians, and to ensure the independence of Lebanon.

Minimum Wage/ federal apropriations

The House of Representatives has passed all of this year’s appropriations bills save one:  HR 5647 – Labor, Health and Human Services and Education.  The House appropriations committee approved the bill, but it is now languishing as some representatives seek ways to remove an amendment (Hoyer-Obey) that would increase the minimum wage.  

Action:  Tell your Representative to keep the minimum wage increase in HR 5647 and that you are grateful that the Hoyer-Obey amendment has been included.  This small raise in the minimum wage will help keep families out of poverty, as thousands of families, working full time at minimum wage, fall far below the poverty level – unable to survive without significant other government and private services. Capital switchboard  202-224-3121  Ask for your  representative office and ask to speak to the legislative aid handling budget issues. 

RAISE STATE of ohio minimum wage

Let Justice Roll is the faith based partner to Ohioans for a Fair Minimum Wage, a grassroots coalition working  to get an initiative on the November ballot to raise the minimum wage in Ohio from  $4.25 /hr (which is below the federal $5.15/hr)  to $6.85/hr.  It is an injustice that a minimum wage worker working full time makes about $6000 below the poverty line for a family of three.  A full time job should keep people out of poverty, not keep them in it.  It is immoral to have wages so low that health care aides 
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can’t afford health insurance, children of child care workers can’t afford college and people working in the food industry have to rely on food banks to feed their families.

Petitions are now being circulated to collect 322,899 valid signatures of registered Ohio voters by August 9th to place the issue before the voters on the November 2006 general elections.  

Raising the minimum wage would bring many workers to a level that actually could bring a small family out of poverty, would have substantial benefits for workers already earning more that $5.15 or $6.85, and would ensure that inflation does not quickly erode the value of low wage workers’ paychecks.

Action:  For more information or to receive petitions, call Commission on Catholic Community Action, Jerome Walcott 216-939-3846 or Vicki Meath, Cleveland Jobs with Justice 440-333-7007.  

Stem Cell Research

As the Senate was poised to consider three bills relating to stem cell research and bioethics, Cardinal William Keeler sent a letter urging Senate support for S 3504 the Fetus Farming Prohibition Act.  This Act would amend current federal law against abuses in the area of fetal tissue research.    

 He further called upon the Senate to reject HR 810 the Stem Cell Enhancement Act, which violates a decades-long policy against forcing taxpayers to support the destruction of early human life.  “Federal funds would promote research using ‘new’ embryonic stem cell lines, encouraging researchers to destroy countless human embryos to provide more cell lines and qualify for federal grants.”  

“While… (the) moral considerations are paramount; it is also worth noting the factual assumptions behind the embryonic stem cell campaign are questionable.”  Cardinal Keeler continued, “Embryonic stem cell research is not showing the remarkable ‘promise’ claimed by supporters, but lags far behind adult stem cells and other approaches that are providing real treatments for dozens of conditions.”

ACTION:  On July 18, 2006 both Houses passed  HR 810 the Stem Cell Enhancement Act, sending the measure to the President for signature.  Subsequently, President Bush vetoed the legislation, stating in his message “This bill would support the taking of innocent human life in the hope of finding medical benefits for others,” Bush said. “It crosses a moral boundary that our decent society needs to respect.”
S 3504 the Fetus Farming Prohibition Act was passed by both houses and prohibits the prospect of raising and aborting fetuses for scientific research.  Unfortunately, a third bill that would have increased funding for research using adult stem cells and umbilical cord blood was not approved.
EVENTS

 For more information call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org   A complete listing of legislative contact information is available on our web page as well. Thank you.
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