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                                               1-800-869-6525 Ext 6690

Sponsored by the Five Catholic Commissions and the Catholic Campaign for Human

                 Development of the Secretariat for Catholic Charities Health and Human Services

August 3, 2007
 “I feel all the more intensely the impact of the sorrow of the news that comes to me about bloody altercations and episodes of violence that are occurring in so many parts of the world.”
Pope Benedict XVI

catholic CAMPAIGN:   “40 days of prayer, fasting and actions for peace”

Background: While on vacation this past month and just before the midday Angelus, Pope Benedict XVI offered some powerful reflections on war.  The Holy Father said:  “War, with the mourning and destruction it brings, has always been rightly considered a calamity that contrasts with God’s plan. He created everything for existence and, in particular, wants to make a family of the human race.”  

One can safely assume that the Holy Father was referring to the War in Iraq, the fight against terrorism in Afghanistan, the horrific genocide in Darfur, the ongoing crisis in the Middle East, and countless other conflicts throughout our world.  The present moment is a critical period in world history.  There is indeed a sense of urgency in this moment.  The decisions that are made will have tremendous human and economic consequences for millions of our sisters and brothers for years to come.  In no small way, they will have a major effect on the moral standing of our country and its relationship with other nations.  

Catholic Social Teaching has much to offer all of us in these times of uncertainty.  Our teachings on war and peace can inform and inspire us to actions that can change the path our political leaders have taken.  All of us are called to be peacemakers.  And, our Catholic faith compels us to act.

This is why the Catholic Community is being called to join “40 Days of Prayer, Fasting and Actions for Peace.”  Beginning on the Feast of St. Louis of France (August 25, 2007) and ending on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi (October 4, 2007), parishioners will have an opportunity to spend seven minutes a day in prayer, reflection and actions for peace.  

Those who decide to join with their fellow Catholics will be provided with a booklet that is full of ideas to help them fulfill their commitment.  It will contain suggestions for prayer, reflection and actions that can be taken for peace.  For pastors and pastoral teams, our Diocesan Social Action Office is making available: actions for promoting peace, a prayer service for public worship, suggestions for short prayers to be used at the beginning of parish meetings, Scriptural verses that could be used for reflection, select quotes from Pope Benedict XV1 and background materials regarding Church teaching on war and peace.  

A copy of the “Actions for Promoting Peace” is attached to this hotline.  Some of the suggestions include:

· Planning a Prayer Service for peace  Call 888-620-5280 for assistance and resources or visit the US Bishops’ website at www.usccb.org
· Taking action to end the genocide in Darfur.  Visit the website at   www.savedarfur.org to support the online petition drive that urges for direct action to end the genocide  and to find out what more  you can do

· Generating letter writing campaign to our Senators to help pass the Israeli-Palestinian peace process by passing Senate Resolution 224

· Join the Catholic Campaign for Immigration reform at  www.justiceforimmigrants.org
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· Meet with members of Congress to discuss the current policy stalemate in Iraq and the US Bishops latest statements regarding the war in Iraq

· Form a study group to study the growing problem of Human Trafficking in the US.  To find out more about this issue call 888-373-7888

And finally, join the Diocesan Social Action office, the Commission offices and other faithful in a Mass for Peace, Human Rights and Solidarity to be celebrated by Bishop Richard Lennon on October 4, 2007 at 12 Noon at St John’s Cathedral in Cleveland.

For More Information or a Copy of the Booklet:

Karen Leith, Diocesan Education & Training Center for Social Justice, 330-535-2787 or e-mail kpl7@aol.com
Tom Allio, Diocesan Social Action Office, 888-620-5280 or email tallio@aol.com
Len Calabrese, Commission on Catholic Community Action, 216-939-3839 or e-mail  lmcalabrese@clevelandcatholiccharities.org
Sharon Kleppel, Catholic Commission of Lorain County, 440-244-6037 or e-mail smkleppel@clevelandcatholiccharities.org
Patrick O’Bryan, Catholic Commission of Wayne, Ashland & Medina, 330-263-6176 or e-mail pjobryan@clevelandcatholiccharities.org
J. Rocky Ortiz, CCHD/CRS, 440-245-5043 or e-mail jrortiz@clevelandcatholiccharities.org
For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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