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“Our Church’s mission in assisting and standing with immigrants flows from our belief  that every person is created in God’s Image.  Indeed, in His own life and work, Jesus called up on us to “welcome the stranger,” for “what you do for the  least of my brethren you do unto me.”  (Mt. Cf. 25: 35,40) 

POSSIBLE STATE  PROPOSAL ON  PUNITIVE IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION

The Catholic community has many shared experiences with immigrant workers throughout Ohio. Unfortunately, many of us have witnessed, incidents of violence, and an increase in prejudice towards these same workers.  The Ohio Illegal Alien Enforcement Act, which is currently being proposed in the state legislature, will be “harmfully provocative” during this time of heightened rhetoric regarding immigration policies. The proposed Ohio Illegal Alien Enforcement act, with its emphasis on arrest and deportation, lacks the comprehensive scope and careful study needed to fairly address the issue.   

In 2001, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio issued a statement calling for persons of goodwill to stand in solidarity with Ohio’s immigrant workers. The statement, God’s Welcoming Presence: a Call to Stand in Solidarity with Ohio’s Immigrants, emphasized the vital contributions immigrant workers, regardless of their legal status, provide to our communities and our state’s economy.  The statement called upon state officials to undertake a study that would carefully review the complexities of this issue and bring together, in open discourse, the many persons and organizations directly affected by immigration.

The country’s current immigration system is broken and unjust. Our immigration laws have failed to keep up with the demand for labor.  By all accounts, those coming into the country without legal sanction are filling the need. It is our understandings that over 80% of those who have come here illegally are working part-time or fulltime and contributing to the common good of our state through the work they perform, and the taxes they pay. The Catholic Church does not condone unlawful entry or circumventions of our nation’s immigration laws.  We believe, however, that federal reforms are necessary in order for our nation’s immigration system to respond to the realities of separated families, and labor demands, that compel people to immigrate to the United States, whether in an authorized or unauthorized fashion.  

Enhanced state enforcement raises many legal and financial questions. What impact will this legislative package have on Ohio law enforcement, bureaucratic offices and social service agencies? What will be the costs associated with enforcing immigration law that is currently the primary responsibility of the Federal government?   Intergovernmental policies and laws related to Federal versus State obligations should be carefully discussed and negotiated.  Until the federal government addresses comprehensive reform, state responses such as the Ohio Illegal Alien Enforcement package will most probably only fuel the fires of prejudice, profiling and paranoia.
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ACTION:  It is important to CALL, FAX, OR WRITE your state legislators TODAY.  Many legislators are claiming they are not hearing from constituents who are in support of immigrants.     Urge them NOT to introduce or support such punitive legislation as the Ohio Illegal Alien Enforcement Act.  Instead, ask them to reconsider their approach to this issue and support: 

1)  A call for a  Statewide study commission.  

2)  Encouraging the use of State influence to help bring about comprehensive reform at the Federal level.  Reform that would include a more workable “guest worker” program and provide a viable path to citizenship for current immigrants  

3)  greater public awareness and promotion of the positive contributions immigrants bring to Ohio communities and Ohio’s economy.

Ohio House of Representatives, 77 S. High St., Columbus, OH 43266-0603      www.house.state.oh.us/
Ohio Senate, Senate Office building, Columbus, OH 43215-4276      www.senate.state.oh.us/
For a complete listing, by diocese, of direct contact information for your legislator, link to the  Catholic Conference of Ohio www.ohiocathconf.org/L/ClevelandLegislature.pdf
(If you do not have a computer and know your 9 digit zip code you can call the 

Catholic Conference of Ohio at (614) 224-7147)

For  legislative information, or to leave a message for your legislator you can call 1-800-282-0253

EVENTS

 For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or  888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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