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Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge righteously. Defend the rights of the poor and needy.          (Proverbs 31:8-9)

CHILDRENS HEALTHCARE/ SCHIP:    Presidential Veto Threatened 

The U.S. House and Senate recently passed a bipartisan SCHIP Bill that includes $35 billion in new SCHIP funds to cover up to four million new children. It is funded by an increase in taxes on cigarettes.  President Bush has announced that he plans to veto this legislation.

SCHIP is a federal-state partnership that provides health coverage to children with family incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, but not sufficient to pay for open market health insurance. SCHIP is available to children in families under 200 percent of the poverty level and less than 19 years old.   While the SCHIP program has helped to reduce the uninsured rate by a third, nine million children still lack health coverage and six million of these are eligible for SCHIP but not enrolled. Additional funds are needed to address uninsured children in need. 

Catholic Social Teaching tells us that every person has a basic human right to adequate health care.  Society has a responsibility to ensure that everyone has access to health care, to protect the dignity of the human person and ensure the common good.

CONTACT PRESIDENT BUSH IMMEDIATELY.  TELL HIM NOT TO VETO THIS LEGISLATION!

President George W. Bush
Web Site: www.whitehouse.gov


E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

Phone: (202) 456-1414

Fax: (202) 456-2461
PAYDAY LENDING

Background:  Payday loans are short term cash advances on a borrower’s next paycheck, secured by a post-dated check.  Complete payback of the loan is due within two weeks.   Marketed as short term (2 week) loans, they typically are made to borrowers who cannot afford to pay them back without taking out another payday loan, forcing borrowers to flip the loan repeatedly and pay additional fees each time, resulting in interest payments as high as 391%  APR.    

Across the country, the only states that successfully prevent the predatory aspects of payday lending are those that enforce a usury rate cap that applies to all small loan lenders.  To date, payday lenders in Ohio are exempt from the Ohio Small Loan Act which caps interest at 28%.  The Ohio Coalition for Responsible Lending has been working with Representative William Batchhelder in Columbus to devise legislation that is comprehensive and has been successful in other states to curb these practices, while making it possible for other products to be developed to help those in financial need.  This legislation would:

1)    Establish a 36% rate cap on small loans $800 or lower

2)    Prohibit a loan cashing business from making a loan to a borrower who has an outstanding loan with any check cashing licensee

3)    Establish a maximum number of loans per customer within one calendar year

4)    Create a linked deposit program that provides incentives to banks to make small loans

5)    Expand responsibilities of consumer finance education board to promote small loan counseling
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ACTION:  In accordance with our Catholic Social Teaching and its values of human dignity, common good and participation, we call for supporting business practices that are fair and just.    

Call, write or fax your State Representative and encourage him/her to support the Batchelder/Hagan Bill which contains the only proven method of regulating payday lending – that is a rate cap.  Any legislation that does not contain the rate cap will be ineffective.  Insist that real reform of this industry takes place and that more is done to make alternative products available for those in need of small loans.

IMMIGRATION AND THE DREAM ACT

Background:  Senators Dick Durbin (D-IL), Chuck Hagel (R-NE), and Richard Lugar (R-IN) are expected to offer the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act (DREAM Act) as an amendment to the Defense Authorization bill, which is scheduled to be debated on the floor of the U.S. Senate.   

The DREAM Act would put children of undocumented immigrants who entered the U.S. prior to age 16, have lived in the United States for at least five years, and have graduated from high school on a six year path to legal permanent residence and eventual citizenship if they attend college or join the military for two years. In addition, the proposal would allow students to attend college at in-state tuition rates. This legislation is expected to help an estimated 70,000 children per year.
Prior to the August Congressional recess, the Defense bill was debated, but was pulled from the floor for a reason unrelated to the DREAM Act. Now that a vote is likely, opponents of the DREAM Act are weighing in heavily on this issue; therefore, we strongly urge you to help us fight back with as much intensity.
ACTION:  Call Senators Sherrod Brown and George Voinovich at 202-224-3121 and urge them to SUPPORT Senator Durbin’s DREAM Act amendment to S. 1547, the Department of Defense authorization bill.   

Students who would qualify came to the United States as children with their parents and entered illegally through no fault of their own.  The United States is the only country they have really known.   This is not an amnesty bill.

Since these young persons came with their undocumented parents into the country, they have no ability to adjust their status.   The DREAM Act would give them this avenue.

The DREAM Act would invest in the future of talented and bright young people who will contribute to the nation for years to come.  It is in the interest of our nation to invest in their future and help them develop their talents and skills.

The DREAM Act would remove a federal bar on in-state tuition to those without legal status and would give states the option to provide the in-state tuition option to these students. 

or you can go to the interactive website at www.justiceforimmigrants.org/action.html
EVENTS/ RESOURCES

2007 World Food Day to Focus on Climate Change, Hunger and Poverty

World Food Day, October 16th, is a worldwide event designed to increase awareness, understanding, and year round action to alleviate hunger.  The links between climate change, hunger and poverty will be the focus of this year’s activities.  To find an event in your area or to post an event you are organizing in your community visit World Food Day’s website.

And finally, join the Diocesan Social Action office, the Commission offices and other faithful in a Mass for Peace, Human Rights and Solidarity to be celebrated by Bishop Richard Lennon on October 4, 2007 at 12 Noon at St John’s Cathedral in Cleveland.

For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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