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                                               1-800-869-6525 Ext 6690

Sponsored by the Five Catholic Commissions and the Catholic Campaign for Human

                 Development of the Secretariat for Catholic Charities Health and Human Services

 Diocese of Cleveland.

October 9, 2006

“Politics…should be about fundamental moral choices.  Howe so we protect human life and dignity?    How do we fairly share the blessings and burdens of the challenges we face?  What kind of nation do we want to be?  What kind of world do we want to shape?”



Faithful  Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility
faithful citizenship
In Bishop Richard Lennon’s recent statement on Faithful Citizenship he said “The Church’s role in the work of politics is to proclaim the virtue of justice, broaden the debate with the light of faith, and by the grace of the Holy Spirit help people see and appreciate the need for justice in society.”  As has been done in the past the Diocesan Social Action office has assembled a number of resources to assist you and your fellow parishioners during this important election cycle.   We hope the information contained in the resources will help all parishioners come to a better understanding of our responsibility as Catholics to advance justice and peace in our state, nation and our world.  

· General Election Survey:  Results from our most recent non partisan survey were made available in the Universe Bulletin of Oct 6th, but will also be available through a diocesan wide distribution to all the parishes of the diocese.   Candidates for Governor, and Ohio’s US Senate and US House of Representatives were surveyed regarding a full breadth of issues.   Look for these surveys at your parish.  

· The Resource card  “Questions for the 2006 Election Year’  - contains a series of questions, based on our Catholic Social Teaching,  seeking to help lift up the moral and human dimensions of the choices facing voters and candidates, as seen through 4 moral priorities:  a) protecting human life   b)  promoting family life   c) pursuing social justice   d) practicing global solidarity

· In addition, voter education materials, bulletin resources, and information on the state ballot issues are also available.  These  materials, as well as the resources mentioned above can be viewed and down loaded from  our web site www.catholic-action.org
In depth information regarding the state ballot issues is also available at the Catholic Conference of Ohio web site: www.ohiocathconf.org.  Background information on the ballot issues as well as pertinent questions, developed within the framework of Catholic Social Teaching, can be found at this sight.   

Regarding Minimum Wage, the Ohio Bishops have reiterated their strong support for a minimum wage that is adequate for workers to provide for themselves and their families in dignity.  They have provided a number of reflections questions regarding this issue.  

The Catholic Conference of Ohio has taken an opposition stance on Issue 3, the Learn and Earn gambling proposal.  Their concerns are raised over the highly addictive nature of casino and slot machine gambling, the potential harm to persons and families, and the inappropriateness of a constitutionally protected monopoly for casino and racetrack owners.  
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Darfur – Expanding Crisis

The situation in Darfur continues to deteriorate.  U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on Thursday Darfur was close to a catastrophe, as the United States sought to rebuke Sudan for trying to scare off potential U.N. troop contributors. Annan, in his monthly report on Sudan's vast Darfur region, said violence, rape and insecurity were on the rise, despite a peace agreement between the government and one rebel group.  The United States demanded that the Security Council respond to Sudan's warning that any nation pledging U.N. troops for Darfur was committing a "hostile act" and a "prelude to an invasion." 

As Bishop Wenski, Chair of US Bishops Committee on International Policy, reiterated recently, “We renew our call to the Administration to redouble its efforts to end the intolerable moral and humanitarian crisis in Darfur through sustained, high level engagement that will ensure the compliance of the Sudanese government with its obligation under international law.”

ACTION:      Continue to write/call the President, urging his leadership in bringing the genocide to a halt and ensuring the cooperation of the Sudanese government in allowing the deployment of a U.N. peacekeeping force in Darfur. 

Honorable George Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

White House Phone:
Comments
202-456-1111




Switchboard
202-456-1414    Fax   202-456-2461

White House E Mail:       president@whitehouse.gov
Write Senator Michael DeWine and thank him for his leadership in moving Congress to pass the Darfur Peace and Accountability Act   (HR 3127) which provides an important framework for achieving peace in the region.

EVENTS

 For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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