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Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge righteously. Defend the rights of the poor and needy.          (Proverbs 31:8-9)

CHILDRENS HEALTHCARE/ SCHIP

PRESIDENT VETOES HEALTH PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN – TAKE ACTION TODAY!

On October 3, President Bush followed through on his threats to veto legislation to reauthorize and strengthen the State Children’s Heath Insurance Program (SCHIP). Despite wide public support for this successful program and a bipartisan compromise legislation, the President decided to reject access to health care for nearly ten million low-income children. 

In late September, both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate passed bipartisan legislation to reauthorize the program. While the Senate bill passed by a veto-proof majority, the House was not able to reach a similar margin. The compromise legislation provides an additional $35 billion over five years to continue health coverage for children currently enrolled, provides coverage for those children who are eligible but not enrolled, and makes additional improvements to SCHIP. 

President Bush vetoed the bill not because the funding passed by Congress exceeded the $5 billion over five years that his Administration had requested, but because of ideological differences about how to expand health coverage to poor Americans. 

SCHIP is a federal-state partnership that provides health coverage to children with family incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, but not sufficient to pay for open market health insurance. SCHIP is available to children in families under 200 percent of the poverty level and less than 19 years old.   While the SCHIP program has helped to reduce the uninsured rate by a third, nine million children still lack health coverage and six million of these are eligible for SCHIP but not enrolled. Additional funds are needed to address uninsured children in need. 

Catholic social teaching tells us that every person has a basic human right to adequate health care.  Society has a responsibility to ensure that everyone has access to health care, to protect the dignity of the human person and ensure the common good.

This veto will set off a fight between Congress and the Administration in the coming days. Leaders on the House will delay the override vote until the week of October 18th to give advocates additional time to weigh in with Members of Congress and ask for their support to protect the health of vulnerable children. 

ACTION:   Please call these legislators to thank them for supporting SCHIP and encourage them to continue their support with a vote to override the President’s veto:
Senator Sherrod Brown   

 
202-224-2315

Rep. Dave Hobson, 7th District                
202-225-4324

Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones, 11th District 
202-225-7032

Rep. Marcy Kaptur, 9th District   

202-225-4146

Rep. Steve LaTourette, 14th District  

202-225-5731

Rep. Deborah Pryce, 15th District 

202-225-2015
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Rep. Ralph Regula, 16th District  

202-225-3876

Rep. Tim Ryan, 17th District   


202-225-5261

Rep. Zach Space, 18th District   


202-225-6265

Rep. Betty Sutton, 13th District  


202-225-3401

Please call these legislators to tell them that you’re disappointed that they didn’t support SCHIP and ask them to reconsider and vote to override the President’s veto:

Senator George Voinovich  

202-224-3353

Rep. John Boehner, 8th District   
202-225-6205

Rep. Steve Chabot, 1st District   
202-225-2216

Rep. Dennis Kucinich, 10th District 
 202-225-5871

Tell your legislators that: Ohio’s children need SCHIP so they can grow up healthy and strong and become productive citizens. SCHIP is one of the greatest social policy successes in recent years and we need to continue the progress for Ohio’s children. Ohio’s leaders know what’s best for Ohio’s kids and they’ve said that covering Ohio kids with SCHIP is the best thing for our state and its families.

For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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