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The solidarity which binds all men together as members of a common family makes it impossible for wealthy nations to look with indifference upon the hunger, misery and poverty of other nations whose citizens are unable to enjoy even elementary human rights.             Mother and Teacher, #157. 
New Offensive in Darfur and Chad Threaten Civilians

In a recent New York Times article, it was reported that  while one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises continues some 600 miles away in Darfur,  all across Khartoum,  bridges are being built, office towers are popping up, supermarkets are opening and flatbed trucks hauling plasma TV’s fight their way through thickening traffic.   Oil has turned it into one of the fastest growing economies in Africa — if not the world — emboldening the nation’s already belligerent government and giving it the wherewithal to resist any attempts at bringing peace to Darfur.

Meanwhile, the violence continues to rise in eastern Chad and Darfur, highlighting the immediate need for the United Nations Security Council to strengthen civilian protection in Sudan.   A strong UN force, mandated by the UN Security Council in August of this year is urgently needed to protect civilians on both sides of the border.  Violence against civilians in Darfur has been escalating in the past two months following clashes between the Sudanese government and a coalition of Darfur rebel factions that refused to sign the Darfur Peace Agreement in May.
Omar Hassan al-Bashir, the country’s president, keeps demonstrating his disdain for the West by refusing to allow any United Nations peacekeepers into Darfur, this despite continued bloodshed and pressure from the United States to let the peacekeepers in.

ACTION:      Continue to write/call the President, urging his leadership in bringing the genocide to a halt and ensuring the cooperation of the Sudanese government in allowing the deployment of a U.N. peacekeeping force in Darfur.           The Honorable George Bush
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As has been done in the past, the Diocesan Social Action office has assembled a number of resources to assist you and your fellow parishioners during this important election cycle.   We hope the information contained in the resources will help all parishioners come to a better understanding of our responsibility as Catholics to advance justice and peace in our state, nation and our world.  
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· General Election Survey:  Results from our most recent non partisan survey were made available in the Universe Bulletin of Oct 6th, but will also be available through a diocesan wide distribution to all the parishes of the diocese.  Candidates for Governor, and Ohio’s US Senate and US House of Representatives were surveyed regarding a full breadth of issues.  Look for these surveys at your parish.  

· The Resource card  “Questions for the 2006 Election Year’  - contains a series of questions, based on our Catholic Social Teaching, seeking to help lift up the moral and human dimensions of the choices facing voters and candidates
· In addition, voter education materials, bulletin resources, and information on the state ballot issues are also available.  These materials, as well as the resources mentioned above can be viewed and down loaded from our web site www.catholic-action.org
Regarding Minimum Wage ballot issue, the Ohio Bishops have remained neutral, while reiterating  their strong support for a minimum wage that is adequate for workers to provide for themselves and their families in dignity.  They have provided a number of reflections questions regarding this issue.  Individual Catholics are asked to educate themselves fully on this and other issues and make a prudential decision. 

On Issue 3, the Learn and Earn gambling proposal the Catholic Conference of Ohio has taken an opposition stance. Their concerns are raised over the highly addictive nature of casino and slot machine gambling, the potential harm to persons and families, and the inappropriateness of a constitutionally protected monopoly for casino and racetrack owners.  

In depth information regarding the state ballot issues is also available at the Catholic Conference of Ohio web site: www.ohiocathconf.org.  An analysis of the ballot issues as well as pertinent questions, developed within the framework of Catholic Social Teaching, can be found at this sight.   

Campaign Against Global Poverty:  Urge Congressional Action on Haiti Trade Preferences

With a newly elected President and a reduction in violence, Haiti needs long-term economic development to create jobs for the poor, leading to stability. Without sustained development through jobs and economic growth, there are fears that Haiti will turn into a permanent failed state, becoming a haven for drug transshipment and terrorism. 

The HOPE Act, contained in H.R. 6142, (introduced this past September) will offer a much-needed economic boost to Haiti by providing preferential access to Haitian exports. The HOPE Act will attract investment in Haiti and create jobs for thousands of Haitians.  Haiti once had a vibrant textile industry but thousands of manufacturing jobs have been lost in recent years.  With trade preferences, these factories could open up very quickly offering short and long-term job opportunities for Haitians. Enforced properly, many experts agree that trade preferences for Haiti present no threat to the U.S. textile industry. 

ACTION:      Contact your Representative and urge support for the Haiti trade preferences in HR 6142.  Ask him or her to write a letter to House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-14/IL) and Majority Leader John Boehner (R-8/OH) urging them to bring H.R. 6142 up for a vote as soon as Congress reconvenes after the congressional elections on November 7th.  

Visit Catholic Relief Services web site for more information    http://actioncenter.crs.org
 For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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