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Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge righteously. Defend the rights of the poor and needy.          (Proverbs 31:8-9)

Congress is on Thanksgiving recess until November 30th.  Please contact your legislators while they are in recess and immediately upon their return regarding these important issues.

LEGISLATION TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

Background:  Ohio’s Tomorrow is a coalition dedicated to addressing climate change issues and the economic opportunities that can be created through developing a low carbon economy.  Through market based mechanisms, known as cap and trade, Ohio can create jobs and promote economic development while reducing greenhouse gas emissions to ensure a stable climate for future generations.  The system caps the amount of allowable carbon emissions, allocates credits to emitters and established a trading system where polluters can either reduce emissions or buy unused credits from other emitters.  The program results in overall emission reductions.

The US Bishops, through their statement “Global Climate Change, A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common Good” have expressed their grave concern regarding climate change.  The support of all of our elected officials is needed to guide the country regarding such policies.  One such policy direction is to move in the direction of a low carbon economy.  A bi-partisan group of US Senators recently introduced a bill (America’s Climate Security Act) to establish a cap and trade system and it is currently under debate in the Environment and Public Works Committee which has jurisdiction over climate change issues.  Senator Voinovich is a member of this important committee.

ACTION:  Call or write Senator Voinovich and urge his support for America’s Climate Security Act.  Important points to stress:

~~Climate change must be addressed sooner rather than later

~~This act is a bi-partisan compromise to address this important issue

~~This legislation has broad support including “coal state” Senators

~~Legislation promotes market based solutions that allow companies to find the most efficient ways to 

           reduce emissions.

~~Ohio workers can profit from developing a low carbon economy.  

~~Ohioans already produce wind turbine components, solar panels, fuel cells and produce agriculture 

           that is turned into biofuels.

Senator George Voinovich
 US Senate, 524 Hart Senate Office Bldg, Washington DC 20510

                                                     202-224-3353     202-228-1382 (fax)   

PAYDAY LENDING:  PRESSURE NEEDED TO URGE STATE LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

Background:   Payday loans are short term cash advances on a borrower’s next paycheck, secured by a post-dated check.  Complete payback of the loan is due within two weeks.   Marketed as short term (2 week) loans, they typically are made to borrowers who cannot afford to pay them back without taking out another payday loan, forcing borrowers to flip the loan repeatedly and pay additional fees each time, resulting in interest payments as high as 391% APR.  Across the country, the only states that successfully prevent the predatory aspects of payday lending are those that enforce a usury rate cap that applies to all small loan lenders.  To date, payday lenders in Ohio are exempt from the Ohio Small Loan Act which caps interest at 28%.  .

Ohio Catholic Bishops have gone on record as supporting initiatives that protect the poor and all Ohio Consumers from the spiraling indebtedness caused by Payday lending.   The Ohio Coalition for Responsible Lending (of which our Diocesan Social Action office is a member) has been working in Columbus to devise legislation that 
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is comprehensive and has been successful in other states to curb these practices, while making it possible for other products to be developed to help those in financial need.  This legislation would:

1)    Establish a 36% rate cap on small loans $800 or lower

2)    Prohibit a loan cashing business from making a loan to a borrower who has an outstanding loan with any
       check cashing licensee

3)    Establish a maximum number of loans per customer within one calendar year

4)    Create a linked deposit program that provides incentives to banks to make small loans

5)    Expand responsibilities of consumer finance education board to promote small loan counseling

ACTION:  In accordance with our Catholic Social Teaching and its values of human dignity, common good and participation, we call for supporting business practices that are fair and just.    

Call, write or fax your State Representative and encourage him/her to support the Batchelder/Hagan Bill 

(H.B. 333) which contains the only proven method of regulating payday lending – that is a rate cap.  Any legislation that does not contain the rate cap will be ineffective.  Insist that real reform of this industry takes place and that more is done to make alternative products available for those in need of small loans.

2007 FARM BILL – URGE SENATORS TO SUPPORT FAIRNESS FOR FARMERS /JUSTICE FOR HUNGRY 

Negotiations continue to be mired in the Senate with their inability to reach agreement on amendments.  The future of the 2007 Farm Bill remains uncertain.  Catholic Charities USA, Catholic Relief Services and the US Catholic Bishops have been working together to seek a reform-focused farm bill that reflects a commitment to feed the hungry at home and abroad, to offer effective support for those who till the land, while promoting fairness and equity for farmers and ranchers.
The U.S. Bishops have stated that "the primary goals of agricultural policies should be providing food for all people and reducing poverty among farmers and farm workers in this country and abroad." (For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food:  Catholic Reflections on Food, Farmers and Farm workers, 2003).

To make the Farm Bill fairer, ask your Senators to:

· Support the Dorgan Grassley Amendment that establishes strong and meaningful payment limits in order to target farm supports to struggling family farmers who often lack access to these programs

· Make Title I of the Farm Bill more equitable and just, by offering support where and when it is needed regardless of crop grown. Tell your Senator that a real farm safety net should tie support to farmer's income rather than crop prices. To make the Farm Bill more generous to the hungry at home, ask your Senators to:

· Increase the minimum monthly benefit of $10 and increase standard deductions to make the program 

more accessible to the working poor;

· Restore food stamp eligibility to such vulnerable groups as adult legal immigrants and parents with 

past drug conviction. These provisions penalize children in these low-income households.

· Allow poor families and seniors to access food stamps during times of hardship and crisis, regardless 

of modest savings that should serve as a safety net during difficult times  

ACTION:  Among the top priorities of the US Bishops’ in the Farm Bill is the Dorgan Grassley payment limitation amendment.    

It is believed that Senator Brown will vote in favor of this amendment.  Contact him and thank him for his support

Senator Voinovich remains undecided.  Contact him and urge him to support this amendment as well as the provisions outlined above.   Ask for the Senators’ legislative aides handling nutrition and agricultural policy.  Advise them of your concerns as outlined above.  Urge your Senators to support a more equitable and just Farm Bill

      Senator Sherrod Brown (202) 224-2315                Senator George Voinovich (202) 224-3353

For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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