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                                               1-800-869-6525 Ext 6690

Sponsored by the Five Catholic Commissions and the Catholic Campaign for Human

                 Development of the Secretariat for Catholic Charities Health and Human Services

 Diocese of Cleveland.

November 20, 2006

Our fear is that Africa's hopes could be destroyed by indifference and inaction in Africa and around the world."-

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, A Call to Solidarity with Africa, 

Urgency continues regarding genocide  in Darfur

The security situation in Darfur has deteriorated dramatically in recent weeks. The Sudanese government amassed new troops in the region over the past several months and has been actively engaged in open conflict with the rebels in Darfur. Caught in the crossfire, entire villages that exist between the front lines of the rebels and the Sudanese troops endure almost daily air strikes. Tens of thousands are newly displaced and hundreds of thousands of people have been cut off from all humanitarian aid due to the increased insecurity. Reports from humanitarian aid organizations indicate that conditions in the camps are increasingly crowded. Rations are running low and some children are starting to have orange hair, a sign of extreme malnutrition. 

The deadlock on Darfur continues since the passage of UN Resolution 1706, which authorizes a UN peacekeeping force for Darfur.  Sudan continues to refuse consent for such a force. While the United Nations has begun to implement a support package for the African Union troops on the ground, and the AU has extended its mandate to the end of the year, it has been increasingly clear in the past few months that the AU cannot adequately protect civilians and a UN peacekeeping intervention will be critical to stop the violence and create a climate of security.

What is needed now is strong U.S. leadership and smart diplomacy on behalf of world leaders to overcome the deadlock and enable the deployment of the UN authorized peacekeepers for Darfur. Time is running short in light of the devastating humanitarian crisis and growing violence in the region. The African Union mandate will expire by the end of the year, and unless this deadlock is broken in weeks, not months, the people of Darfur will be left without any protection come the New Year.

ACTION:      Continue to write/call the President, urging his leadership in bringing the genocide to a halt and ensuring the cooperation of the Sudanese government in allowing the deployment of a U.N. peacekeeping force in Darfur.           The Honorable George Bush

                                                                The White House

                                                               1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW   Washington, DC 20500

White House Phone:
Comments
202-456-1111




Switchboard
202-456-1414    Fax   202-456-2461

White House E Mail:       president@whitehouse.gov
Call for Dialogue and Action on Responsible Transition in Iraq

On November 13, 2006 a statement was issued by the President of United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Bishop William Skylstad.  Excerpts from the statement follow:

“As the Catholic Bishops of the United States gather in Baltimore, our thoughts and prayers are with our military personnel in Iraq, their families, and the suffering people of Iraq.  “The search for genuine justice and peace in Iraq requires moral urgency, substantive dialogue and new directions.
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 “The Administration and the new Congress need to engage in a collaborative dialogue that honestly assesses the situation in Iraq, acknowledges past difficulties and miscalculations, recognizes and builds on positive advances (e.g. broad participation in elections), and reaches agreement on concrete steps to address the serious challenges that lie ahead.

“The Holy See and our bishops’ Conference have repeatedly expressed grave moral concerns about military intervention in Iraq and the unpredictable and uncontrollable negative consequences of invasion and occupation.

“The Holy See and our Conference now support broad and necessary international engagement to promote stability and reconstruction in Iraq.

“The intervention in Iraq has brought additional moral responsibilities to help Iraqis to secure and rebuild their country.  Our nation’s military forces should remain in Iraq only as long as their presence contributes to a responsible transition. 

“Basic benchmarks for a responsible transition in Iraq include:  fostering adequate levels of security; curbing wanton killings, indefensible terrorist attacks and sectarian violence; strengthening the basic rule of law; promoting economic reconstruction to begin to create employment and economic opportunity for Iraqis; and supporting the further development of political structures and solutions that advance stability, political participation, and respect for religious freedom and basic human rights.  Ultimately, this work must be done by Iraqis, but the United States and its coalition partners have a moral obligation to continue and intensify efforts with Iraqis, other countries in the region and the international community toward achieving these benchmarks. ……. In addition, the future of Iraq and the whole region would be improved by our nation’s concerted leadership to resolve, in concert with the international community, other conflicts in the region, especially by pursuing a just peace between Israelis and Palestinians.

 “At this critical time, our nation needs open and courageous dialogue to examine where things stand in pursuing justice and peace in Iraq, assess what is achievable there, and evaluate the moral and human consequences of alternative courses of action.  Let us pray for the wisdom and courage needed to take steps along the difficult path toward a responsible transition that helps Iraqis build a better future.”
Stop aids:  Keep the Promise

On December 1, 2006, Catholic Relief Services (CRS) commemorates the lives of people living with HIV around the world, the suffering of those who have died from AIDS and the work of countless organizations dedicated to battling the pandemic. CRS is at the forefront of the global humanitarian response to HIV and AIDS, working closely with partners in Africa, Asia and Latin America and the United States to expand the provision of care to people living with the virus. 

Together, HIV and AIDS pose one of the largest, most complex threats to human health the world has ever known. Great stigma compounds already tragic physical consequence. And in the developing world, the pandemic is devastating the physical, social and economic health of entire communities and regions. Not only do people suffer and die from this disease, it robs them of their dignity, their families, their social networks and their livelihoods. 

Information on how you can become involved in raising awareness of this tragedy, prayer and teaching resources, how you can donate to a CRS Aids program are all  available on their web site:  www.crs.org/worldaidsday/
For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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