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Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge righteously. Defend the rights of the poor and needy.          (Proverbs 31:8-9)

ACTION ON DARFUR NEEDED – NATIONAL ACTION WEEK TO URGE CONGRESS TO ACT 

The United States has urged the international community to take action to end the ongoing genocide in Darfur. The United Nations has taken up the challenge and is aiming to deploy the most complex and logistically difficult peacekeeping mission ever. The UN is working hard to get the resources it needs for this mission and to put peacekeepers on the ground in Darfur; but Congress has yet to approve full funding for the U.S.' fair share of this mission and decisions on this funding will be made this week.

Join with thousands of people across the U.S. to take part in Darfur National Action Week. Tell Congress it is imperative that they provide the $724 million in emergency funding for the AU-UN peacekeeping mission in Darfur, as requested by the President. Full funding is needed to ensure the smooth deployment of peacekeepers and to send a clear message of support for the mission to the government of Sudan.

Lead your leaders by contacting your Congressional Representatives (1-202-224-3121 and ask for your legislator)  9:00am-6:00pm EST, Monday through Friday) and urge them to make funding for Darfur peacekeeping a priority.  

Urge them to do the following in order to ensure that the UN has the tools it needs to bring peace to the people of Darfur

1) To support providing $724 million in emergency funding for peacekeeping in Darfur—as requested by the President. The UN-led peacekeeping mission in Darfur needs the money now to pay for enormously high start-up costs. The UN needs to build security fencing, roads, housing compounds, and dig wells—even before most troops arrive. 

2)  The U.S. should demonstrate its commitment to the Darfur mission and honor our commitments to UN peacekeeping—not throw more obstacles in the way. 

3)  To oppose U.S. arrears to the UN peacekeeping account and ask that they endorse the higher, Senate level of funding for UN peacekeeping in any final appropriations deal. 

PAYDAY LENDING:  Hearings Scheduled for December 12 – Your call is Important

Ohio Catholic Bishops have gone on record as supporting initiatives that protect the poor and all Ohio Consumers from the spiraling indebtedness caused by Payday lending.  Stop this predatory practice by calling your legislator today.   A hearing on legislation which would regulate these loan practices is scheduled for December 12th.  It is important that your legislator hear from you at this critical time.

Background The Ohio Coalition for Responsible Lending (of which our Diocesan Social Action office is a member) is urging legislators to support HB 333 the Batchelder-Hagan Bill.    Any legislation that does not contain the rate cap will be ineffective.  Insist that real reform of this industry takes place and that more is done to make alternative products available for those in need of small loans

ACTION:      

Call, write or fax your State Representative and encourage him/her to support the Batchelder/Hagan Bill 

(H.B. 333) which calls for comprehensive reform and contains the only proven method of regulating payday lending – that is a rate cap.  The bill:
 1)   Establishes a 36% rate cap on small loans $800 or lower
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2)    Prohibits a loan cashing business from making a loan to a borrower who has an outstanding loan with any check cashing licensee

3)    Establishes a maximum number of loans per customer within one calendar year

4)    Creates a linked deposit program that provides incentives to banks to make small loans

5)    Expands responsibilities of consumer finance education board to promote small loan counseling

(You can call 800-282-0253 if you are not sure of the name of your State Representative or Senator).

OPPOSE THE SAVE ACT – TELL LEGISLATORS COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM NEEDED

The Secure America with Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act (HR 4088) has been introduced in the House, while identical legislation has been introduced in the Senate.  The SAVE Act is an enforcement-only bill that would increase resources for both border and interior immigration enforcement, including additional detention of immigrants, and expand the Basic Pilot program for employers to verify the status of their immigrant workers. The legislation would also authorize funds to train state and local authorities to enforce immigration law, a role not considered appropriate by many law enforcement agencies in the past.  The bill, largely punitive in nature, does not address any of the broader immigration issues such as a legalization program, a temporary worker program, reduction of backlogs on family visas, labor needs in the U.S. or the root causes of immigration.

It is vital that you communicate with your elected officials on an ongoing basis that an enforcement-only approach to immigration is ineffective and should be opposed.   The Catholic Bishops of the United States, Mexico and Central America have consistently called for comprehensive immigration reform.  The Bishops noted that: "we judge ourselves as a community of faith by the way we treat the most vulnerable among us." 

ACTION:  Write your Congressional Representative and ask

1)  That he/she oppose H.R. 4088/S. 2368, the Secure America with Verification and Enforcement Act.

 Enforcement-only legislation will not repair our broken immigration system.  

2)  Any immigration legislation should also include a plan for legalizing the undocumented in the country, creating legal avenues for migration, and reuniting immigrant families.  By creating legal visas, law enforcement can concentrate on apprehending criminals and would-be terrorists.

3) That he/she work with their colleagues to enact a comprehensive immigration reform bill that would repair a broken system.   An enforcement-only bill would only drive undocumented persons into the shadows and encourage further development of smuggling networks.

The Honorable_________________

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

EVENTS/ RESOURCES

January 6-12, 2008 is 27th Annual National Migration Week.    Resources are available at www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw.shtml
Visit these websites to find out what more you can do regarding the continuing situation in Darfur:

www.savedurfur.org, www.africaaction.org
For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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