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Decisions must be judged in light of what they do for the poor, what they do to the poor, and what they enable the poor to do for themselves.







. Economic Justice for All, #24.

UPDATE:   OUR NETWORK ACTION AND ADVOCACY  HAS HELPED TO STALL EFFORTS IN SENATE BUT LOBBYISTS CONTINUE THEIR EFFORTS TO PUSH FOR THIS LEGISLATON.  

YOUR IMMEDIATE AND URGENT ACTION  IS  STILL REQUIRED 

 PROTECT OHIO CONSUMERS:    DEFEAT SPECIAL INTEREST LEGISLATION IN H.B. 454 THAT WOULD EXPAND SMALL INSTALLMENT LOAN INDUSTRY AND CREATE  DEEPER DEBT TRAPS.   

 Background:  Consumer groups, faith based organizations and legal aid offices have recently learned that an outside financial organization is attempting to quietly push through the lame duck session of the Ohio General Assembly some special interest legislation that would give favorable treatment to those making small installment loans.  This legislation has already been inserted as an amendment to H.B. 454.  It passed the Ohio House last week. 

The amendment is still being considered for discussion in the Ohio Senate, although recent action by opponents has been able to stall the measure.    The amendment to H.B. 454 would establish a new industry in Ohio that would be permitted to charge high fees to borrowers of small loans not exceeding $1,000.   Proponents intend to pass it out of the Finance and Financial Institutions Committee of the Ohio Senate. Immediate action is necessary!

WHY THIS MEASURE MUST BE DEFEATED

·1)  Current state law makes small loans and cash advances readily available throughout the state.

·2)  Expansion of these types of small installment loans will only drive consumers deeper into the debt trap. This measure would actually permit the licensee of these operations to make multiple loans to borrowers. 

·3)  This measure would exceed the amount that Payday Lenders are permitted to loan.  There are approximately 1,300 payday lenders in Ohio, who are limited by current law to make cash advances not to exceed $800.  

·4)  This measure is nothing more than “special interest legislation,” written by special interests, for the purpose of enriching an industry to the detriment of Ohio consumers.

·5)  There is no rationale for rushing so quickly to pass such legislation in Ohio.  There has been no significant discussion or debate in the legislature on the need, as well as, implications for such legislation.
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·6)  Components of the measure are not well drafted.  In fact, some of the language (in section 5, F) is convoluted, and confusing.

ACTIONS URGED

·
Today call the chair of the Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee, Senator John Carey and register your opposition to the amendment to the small loan installment act. Carey’s phone # is 614-466-8156.

·
Call your member of the Ohio Senate and urge them to register their opposition to this measure.  The number for the statehouse is 614-466-2000. 

Contact your State Representatives as well and encourage them to voice their opposition to this legislation.

·
Call the members of the Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee.  The members are: Carey, Stivers, Amstutz, Austria, Cates, Clancy, Gardner, Niehaus, Padgett, Roberts, Brady, Miller and Wilson. See phone number above. 

·
Contact the chief editorial writer at your local paper and alert them of this sneak action by the special interests. 

·
Contact Governor Bob Taft and ask him to register his opposition to this measure coming up in the lame duck session. Governor’s office is 614-466-3555.

·
Contact Governor Elect Ted Strickland and urge that he weigh in on this issue.

 Contact him at 614-728-4900.

For more info, contact Tom Allio, director, DSAO @ 888-620-5280

IMMEDIATE ACTION NEEDED ON CONCEALED CARRY

The Ohio House over road the Governor's veto on Concealed Carry  Sub H.B. 347 yesterday by a vote of 71-21.   The Senate will vote  (mostly likely to  over-ride) on Tuesday.

The gun lobby is working overtime in the lame duck session.  They are trying to do two things:

· end the requirements that weapons be kept in plain sight or locked in a vehicle and 

· secondly, their top priority is to wipe out 80 gun control laws throughout the state. 

 This would include Cleveland's ban on assault weapons and Akron's requirement that all guns come equipped with trigger locks. There are some 80 in the state, including Cleveland and Akron. Please take immediate action.
ACTION:      Please contact your Ohio Senators.  Spread the word to your networks. All local gun ordinances would be outlawed by this legislation. Your immediate action on this important measure is required.   Call the number for the statehouse    614-466-2000 and ask for your Senator’s office. 
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CHILDBIRTH OVER ABORTION BILL SUB HB 239

The Ohio House of Representatives passed Sub HB 239 by a vote of 64-25.  The Ohio Senate is expected to consider this legislation the week of December 11, 2006.

Sub HB 239 would:

1) Adopt a State Public Policy Favoring Childbirth Over Abortion

2) Eliminate the abortion funding loophole.  Currently use of state or local public funds to fund abortions is permitted not only to preserve the life of the mother, but also her physical or mental health, which is open to broad interpretation.  Sub HB 239would eliminate this dangerous loophole and replace it by codifying the current administrative rule that only permits funding  the situations that are required by federal Medicaid law (life of the mother and rape and incest).

3) Put Current Budget Restrictions on abortion counseling and referral by state funded  Genetic Services  Agencies into permanent statute.

4) Allow “private” actions to require compliance with health care facility licensing requirements.

IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED

Please contact your State Senator and urge him or her to vote for Sub HB 239, the Prefer Childbirth over Abortion bill.  For contact information refer to www.legislature.state.oh.us   See attached Catholic Conference of Ohio Action Alert for further details.

For more information please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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