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The consistent ethic of life provides a moral framework for principled Catholic
engagement in political life and, rightly understood, neither treats all issues as morally

equivalent nor reduces Catholic teaching to one or two issues. It anchors the Catholic
commitment to defend human life, from conception until natural death, in the fundamental
moral obligation to respect the dignity of every person as a child of God. It unites us as a
“people of life and for life” (Evangelium Vitae, no. 6) pledged to build what Pope John Paul
11 called a “culture of life” (Evangelium Vitae, no. 77). This culture of life begins with the
preeminent obligation to protect innocent life from direct attack and extends to defending
life whenever it is threatened or diminished. (Faithful Citizenship, #40)

Catholic voters should use the framework of Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ positions
on issues affecting human life and dignity as well as issues of justice and

peace, and they should consider candidates’ integrity, philosophy, and performance. It is
important for all citizens “to see beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically,
and to choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation or mere self-
interest. (Faithful Citizenship, 41)

Life and Dignity of the Human Person

Made in the image and likeness of God, all persons are sacred. Belief in the sanctity of human
life and inherent dignity of each person is the foundation of all of our social teachings. Today
this value is threatened by abortion, assisted suicide, euthanasia, the death penalty, and the many
ways in which people are treated with disregard for their human dignity.

We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that
the measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the
human person.

“Human life is sacred. The dignity of the human person is the foundation
of a moral vision for society. Direct attacks on innocent persons are never
morally acceptable, at any stage or in any condition. In our society, human
life is especially under direct attack from abortion. Other direct threats to
the sanctity of human life include euthanasia, human cloning, and the
destruction of human embryos for research.” (Faithful Citizenship, #44)






From the Catholic Catechism
Abortion

2270 Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception.
From the first moment of his existence, a human being must be recognized as having the rights
of a person - among which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life.

Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were born | consecrated you.

2273 The inalienable right to life of every innocent human individual is a constitutive element of
a civil society and its legislation:

"The inalienable rights of the person must be recognized and respected by civil society and the political authority.
These human rights depend neither on single individuals nor on parents; nor do they represent a concession made by
society and the state; they belong to human nature and are inherent in the person by virtue of the creative act from
which the person took his origin. Among such fundamental rights one should mention in this regard every human
being's right to life and physical integrity from the moment of conception until death." (Donum Vitae I11)

Cloning and Stem Cell Research

2275 "One must hold as licit procedures carried out on the human embryo which
respect the life and integrity of the embryo and do not involve disproportionate risks for
it, but are directed toward its healing the improvement of its condition of health, or its
individual survival."®®

"It is immoral to produce human embryos intended for exploitation as disposable biological
material."

From the Pontifical Academy: Human cloning must also be judged negative with regard to the
dignity of the person cloned, who enters the world by virtue of being the "copy" (even if only a
biological copy) of another being: this practice paves the way to the clone's radical suffering, for
his psychic identity is jeopardized by the real or even by the merely virtual presence of his
"other".

Euthanasia

2276 Those whose lives are diminished or weakened deserve special
respect. Sick or handicapped persons should be helped to lead lives as
normal as possible.

2279 Even if death is thought imminent, the ordinary care owed to a sick
person cannot be legitimately interrupted. The use of painkillers to
alleviate the sufferings of the dying, even at the risk of shortening their days, can be morally in
conformity with human dignity if death is not willed as either an end or a means, but only
foreseen and tolerated as inevitable Palliative care is a special form of disinterested charity. As
such it should be encouraged.
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Issue : Faithful Citizenship and Racism

— “Other direct assaults on innocent human life and violations of
Faithful ~ human dignity, such as genocide, torture, racism, and the
Citizenship targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war, can never be
justified. ““(Faithful Citizenship, #23)

The Issue:

The Permanent Observer of the Vatican to the United Nations
observed:

“The community of nations still seems to have difficulty in addressing
racism. It is as if some deep-seated fear or social inhibition prevents us
from addressing this widely pervasive phenomenon with serenity and
objectivity.” (March 25, 2003)

What the US Catholic Bishops stated in 1979’s pastoral letter,

Brothers and Sisters to Us, still rings true today:

“Racism and economic oppression are distinct but interrelated forces which dehumanize our
society. Movement toward authentic justice demands a simultaneous attack on both evils. Our
economic structures are undergoing fundamental changes which threaten to intensify social
inequalities in our nation. We are entering an era characterized by limited resources, restricted
job markets and dwindling revenues. In this atmosphere, the poor and racial minorities are being
asked to bear the heaviest burden of new economic pressures.”

Reflection for an Election Year and Beyond:

The 2008 Bishops’ statement on Faithful Citizenship again talks about
racism:

Two temptations in public life can distort the Church’s defense of human
life and dignity:
The first is a moral equivalence that makes no ethical distinctions

between different kinds of issues involving human life and dignity. The
direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from the moment of conception until
natural death is always wrong and is not just one issue among many. It must always be opposed.

The second is the misuse of these necessary moral distinctions as a way of dismissing or

ignoring other serious threats to human life and dignity. Racism and other unjust
discrimination, the use of the death penalty, resorting to unjust war, the use of torture, war
crimes, the failure to respond to those who are suffering from hunger or a lack of health care, or
an unjust immigration policy are all serious moral issues that challenge our consciences and
require us to act. These are not optional concerns which can be dismissed. Catholics are urged
to seriously consider Church teaching on these issues. (Faithful citizenship, #27,28,29)






Questions for Reflection:

1. In 2000, Love Thy Neighbor As Thyself: US Catholic Bishops Speak Against Racism, a
collection of bishops letters, was published. It was the first major work of US Bishops
since the 1979 pastoral letter, Brothers and Sisters to Us. Are we not seeing the problem
that exists?

. The face of racism looks different today. Four types have been identified: spatial
referring to development patterns that created economically and racially segregated
suburbs or sections of cities, institutional referring to social and racial superiority
patterns, internalized referring to the devaluation of groups through lack of education
highlighting contributions of minority groups, and individual attitudes. Are you aware of
these and their effect on our communities?

Call for Action

“The time has come for us to help our people engage in honest
and constructive dialogue that will lead to reconciliation, trust,
and understanding. There are those who feel there are no racial
problems. Still others, and perhaps the majority of people, want to
deal with this scar, but do not know how or where to begin. When
Mr. Byrd's sister was asked by a reporter about how she felt
toward the three men who had brutally killed her brother, she
responded that she and her family forgave them because they
were not brought up to hate. Armed with the Word of God and the

social teachings of the Church, we must help our people so that Jesus' prayer, "That they might
all be one," can indeed be a reality. And so let us not grow weary or tired in our own efforts to
eradicate racism and to promote true peace and reconciliation among those we serve."

Most Rev. Curtis J. Guillory, SVD, Bishop of Beaumont, TX
"Love Thy Neighbor As Thyself, US Bishops Speak Against Racism"
Chairman, Bishops' Committee on World Mission

For More Information

Vanessa Griffin Campbell, Director, Office of Ministry to African-American Catholics,
216-696-6525 or 1-800-869-6526, ext. 3020, vcampbell@dioceseocleveland.org

Karen Leith, Diocesan Education and Training Center for Social Justice,
330-535-2787 or 1-888-620-5280, KPL7@aol.com

The National Black Catholic Congress, Inc., 320 cathedral Street, Baltimore, MD 21201-4421,
410-547-8496, email: nbcc@attglobal.net, website: www.nbccongress.org






