Brief Reflections on the Role of Catholics in an Election Year

1. Develop a well informed Christian conscience. 
 “A well informed Christian conscience does not permit one to vote for a political program or an individual law which contradicts the fundamental contents of faith and morals.  The Christian faith is an integral unity, and thus it is incoherent to isolate some particular element to the detriment of the whole of Catholic doctrine. A political commitment to a single isolated aspect of the Church’s social doctrine does not exhaust one’s responsibility towards the common good.” (Doctrinal Note, Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, Vatican, 2002).
“Conscience must be informed and moral judgment enlightened.  A well-formed conscience is upright and truthful.  It
formulates its judgments according to reason, in conformity with the true good willed by the Creator.  The education of conscience is indispensable for human beings who are subjected to negative influences and tempted by sin to prefer their own judgment and to reject authoritative teachings.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church-1783).
2. Measure every candidate, policy, and party platform on whether it protects human life, what it does to the poor and vulnerable and whether it promotes the common good.

“We hope that voters will examine the position of candidates on the full range of issues, as well as on their
personal integrity, philosophy and performance.  We are convinced that a consistent ethic of life should be the moral framework from which to address issues in the political arena.” (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the Participation of Catholics in Political Life, # 4).
“Prudence is especially important when deciding how to vote. Seldom does a candidate or party offer a consistently
Catholic set of positions.”  “Catholics must thoroughly and prayerfully consider and debate what is most pressing and possible in our time. It is okay for us to disagree about who and what to vote for, as long as our decisions are made prudently and with an informed conscience.” (Voting for the Common Good: A Practical Guide for Conscientious Catholics, Catholic Alliance, 2006)
3. Act in ways that foster a respect for all human life and promote the dignity of the human person.

“Without the right to life, no other rights are possible. So we will not compromise on life, but we will not stop there.
Jesus came so that we might “have life and have it more abundantly.”  We believe every human person has a fundamental right to life.  All issues are clearly not of equal worth-life comes first. But as the Doctrinal Note makes clear, those things which make life truly human – faith and family, education and work, housing and health care-demand our attention and action as well.” (Interim Reflections of USCCB Task Force on Catholic Bishops and Catholic Politicians, June 2004).
4. Vote with the Common Good in mind.

“Every day human interdependence grows more tightly drawn and spreads by degrees over the whole world.  As a 
result the common good, that is, the sum of those conditions of social life which allow social groups and their individual members relatively thorough and ready access to their own fulfillment, today takes on an increasingly universal complexion and consequently involves rights and duties with respect to the whole human race.  Every social group must take account of the needs and legitimate aspirations of other groups, and even of the general welfare of the entire human family.” (Pope John XX111, Encyclical Letter Mater et Magistra, 1961).
5. Become an active participant in the political process, vote and encourage others to vote.

“We encourage all citizens, particularly Catholics, to embrace their citizenship not merely as a duty and privilege, but
as an opportunity meaningfully to participate more fully in building the culture of life.  Every voice matters in the public forum. Every vote counts. Every act of responsible citizenship is an exercise of significant individual power.” (Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge of American Catholics, USCCB, 1998, #34).

6. Refrain from partisan activities and discourage the distribution of partisan materials on Church property.

“While individual Catholics may choose to participate in partisan politics and the campaigns of various candidates, at
no time and in no way should we as the Catholic Church give any semblance of such political participation as that is not the role of the church.” (Bishop Richard G. Lennon, 2006 Statement on the Election Season).

“Distribution of campaign literature for or granting permission to candidates and those advocating on behalf of
a candidate to distribute campaign literature on parish property, including parish parking lots,” is not permissible.  “Campaign literature would include, among other things, any voter scorecards, endorsements from outside organizations, fliers, or other materials that are biased toward a particular candidate.” (Diocesan Legal Office, Guidelines for Parishes and Political Activity, 2006).

We urge our fellow citizens “to see beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, and to choose their
political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation or mere self interest.” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of Life, #34).
7. Utilize election year resources of the United States Bishops Conference, Catholic Conference of Ohio, and the Cleveland Diocesan Social Action Office. 

The Diocesan Social Action Office highly recommends the following websites for documents regarding Catholics and
political life:  www.catholic-action.org; www.ohiocathconf.org; www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship; www.usccb.org/prolife; www.vatican.va.  
The Diocesan Social Action Office has also published a survey of candidates running for Ohio Governor, U.S.
Senate, U.S. House of Representatives and Ohio General Assembly.  The survey can be obtained by calling 888-620-5280 or at our website, www.catholic-action.org. 
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